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Peace Through Strength — A New Era of American Defense
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	BLUF: The 2026 NDS shifts the Department of War (DoW) to a model of flexible, practical realism, prioritizing the defense of the U.S. Homeland, securing the Western Hemisphere, and enforcing strict burden-sharing with global allies to deter simultaneous threats.


I. Core Philosophy & Hemispheric Dominance
Pragmatic Realism: Puts U.S. security and prosperity first, focusing the military on its core, irreplaceable mission: fighting and winning necessary wars.
The Trump Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine: Restores U.S. dominance in the Western Hemisphere. Actively secures Greenland, the Gulf of America, and the Panama Canal while denying adversary positioning.
II. The Security Environment
	Threat / Region
	Strategic Assessment & Response

	Homeland / Hemisphere
	Threat: Illegal migration and narco-terrorist organizations.
Response: Secure borders; take decisive, absolute action (e.g., Operation ABSOLUTE RESOLVE).

	China
	Threat: Primary competitor; threat to vital Indo-Pacific trade markets.
Response: Build robust denial defense; maintain balance of power to ensure a decent peace.

	Russia
	Threat: Persistent but manageable threat.
Response: European NATO allies have greater economic scale and must lead conventional defense.

	Iran
	Threat: Highly degraded after nuclear program obliteration (Operation MIDNIGHT HAMMER).
Response: Empower regional partners (Israel, Gulf nations) to lead Middle East security.

	North Korea
	Threat: Direct nuclear and conventional threat to the Homeland and treaty allies.
Response: South Korea assumes primary conventional deterrence with limited U.S. support.


III. Four Lines of Effort (LOEs)
Defend the U.S. Homeland: Secure borders in coordination with DHS, deploy the “Golden Dome” missile and drone defense system, modernize nuclear forces, and counter terrorists intent on striking the Homeland.
Deter China in the Indo-Pacific: Erect a strong denial defense along the First Island Chain and maintain communication channels with the PLA to support strategic stability while negotiating from strength.
Increase Burden-Sharing with Allies: Enforce the new global defense spending standard of 5% of GDP (3.5% core military, 1.5% security-related). Transition alliances from dependencies to partners.
Supercharge the Defense Industrial Base: Revitalize the domestic DIB through a national mobilization. Reinvest in U.S. production, adopt AI, and clear away outdated regulations.
IV. Reference Document
Official NDS Link: 2026 National Defense Strategy PDF
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